Cooper Requests on Behalf of Tennessee National Guard FY2008
Windows Based Advanced Field Artillery Tactical Data Systems (AFATDS) ($4.2 million)—The Army National Guard continues to utilize antiquated UNIX systems despite the fact that their field artillery data systems are converting to Windows.  In order to run the software for this important program, the National Guard has requested high priority artillery field units in Tennessee receive an upgrade to Windows operating systems. 
Minuteman Digitization Demonstration ($3.34 million)—The Army Battle Command System is a complex system containing 11 different battlefield computers.  Tennessee is modernizing their Brigade Combat Teams by incorporating the ABCS, which will allow them to communicate and operate with the modernized units of the active army.  The modernization continues, but with such complex systems there is a need for experienced support personnel to maintain the system and train military personnel to operate it effectively.  The Minuteman Digitization Demonstration program provides these personnel which should allow our deployed Guard units to operate side by side with regular army Combat Teams.  
Conservative Optical Logic Devices (COLD) ($2 million)—The primary objective of the FY 08 proposed activity is to design, fabricate, test, and analyze nanotechnological optical logic systems based on inventions for a low cost, small, high speed, zero-power-consumption optical systems.  
Army National Guard (ARNG) Battery Modernization Program ($6 million)—The Army National Guard relies on battery power when they are deployed to austere locations.  Currently these batteries are extremely heavy and don’t last sufficient period of time.  The ARNG began a program to modernize their battery power systems. This program would continue the FY07 program ARNG Battery Modernization program designed  to improve battery performance and endurance by utilizing batteries based on Absorbed Glass Mat technology.
Army National Guard Training—The war in Iraq has stretched the National Guard to the breaking point.  Army National Guard units returning from Iraq often return without the time or the equipment to properly train.  As a result, the National Guard has made it a priority to procure training devices that will enhance the readiness of our Guard units.  Tabletop and virtual trainers that are mobile and allow soldiers to train when their equipment is elsewhere are particularly important in this time war.

· Combined Arms Virtual Trainers (CAVT) ($20 million)—Our National Guard is fighting wars along side the other military services and must be able to train as they fight.  The CAVT has been developed as the next “leap ahead” technology that will allow Army National Guard trainers (both fielded and yet-to-be procured) to network together on a Combined Arms virtual battlefield more closely simulating battlefield conditions.  
· Army National Guard Tabletop Trainers (TGT, TMT, & TFT) ($15 million)—FY08 funding for Tabletop Gunnery Trainers (TGT), Tabletop Maneuver Trainers (TMT) and Tabletop Full-fidelity Trainers (TFT) is the Army National Guard’s # 1 priority for tabletop trainer procurement.  The Tabletop Trainer Program provides on-site convoy and crew gunnery training for soldiers so they can train even when they are deployed.  This will help to mitigate the problem that 
· Virtual Warrior Interactive (VWI) ($25 million)—Not every Guard member has the opportunity to train for the most dangerous missions we carry out in Iraq: walking patrols along streets mined with IEDs.  The Virtual Warrior Interactive (VWI) Trainer Program will allow soldiers to train for these dismounted operations in the Middle East and to train in urban areas, wooded terrain, jungle terrain, and desert terrain.  VWI will allow dismounted soldiers, for the first time, to participate in virtual combat operations training. 
· Up-Armored HMMWV and Tactical Truck Crew Trainers ($25 million)—Convoy operations expose our Guard members to the dangers of ambushes, car bombs, and roadside bombs.  The Up-Armored HMMWV and Tactical Truck Crew Trainer Program will allow soldiers to train convoy operations when operating from their HMMWVs and other tactical trucks during security operations.  

· Army National Guard Virtual Door Gunner Trainer (VDGT) ($20 million)—Guard members who are helicopter crews often have a hard time training.  Many of the helicopters the Guard has are deployed in Iraq.  Training on the helicopters that are in the United States decreases the lifespan of those aircraft, is expensive, and has a long waiting list.  The Virtual Door Gunner Trainer (VDGT) Program will allow helicopter crew chiefs to train door gunner operations in a virtual environment for far less money and with a much higher throughput.. 
· Army National Guard (ARNG) Evaluation and Training Project ($2 million)—Two years ago the National Guard started project to evaluate their training protocols.  The program was envisioned to last four years and requires continued funding.  The ARNG Evaluation and Training Project is essential in order to provide continuing results that will give Army National Guard leaders the most efficient and effective methods to train and sustain ARNG soldiers at combat-ready levels using the most cost effective methods and devices. 
