Cooper General Appropriations Requests FY2008
Nashville Museum of African American Music, Art, and Culture ($1 million in the Department of Housing and Urban Development budget)—To complement local funds raised to establish a locally, regionally and nationally significant museum of African American music, art and culture. Also seeks to spur development in historic Jefferson Street/Germantown corridor.
Davidson County Mental Health Court Transitional Housing program ($800,000 in the Department of Justice budget)—Seeks to provide a transitional housing option for individuals adjudicated through Davidson County’s Mental Health Court.  Builds on a similar transitional housing program at the Davidson County Drug Court, funded by Congress in previous years, and will be part of the Drug Court’s transitional housing development.

Mill Creek Watershed Flood Prevention ($150,000 in the Army Corps of Engineers budget)—To study ways of preventing potentially catastrophic flood damage in the 72 square miles of Davidson County covered by the Mill Creek Watershed
Modifications to Spillway Gates at the J. Percy Priest Dam ($475,000 in the Army Corps of Engineers budget)—To improve water quality by modifying the way in which water flows from the reservoir into the Stones River, at the request of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Nashville District.

Combined Sewer Outflow Project in East Nashville ($15 million in the Department of Energy budget)—Requested by the US Army Corps of Engineers, Nashville District, to enable Metro Water Department install a system to prevent sewage contamination in the Cumberland River.

Wilson County/Nashville Area Traffic Congestion Relief ($8.8 million in the Department of Transportation budget)—Requested by the Tennessee Department of Transportation to provide an alternate route to bypass Nashville from I-65 North to I-40 East.
Explosives Detection System at Nashville International Airport ($2.7 million in the Department of Transportation budget)—Will enable Nashville International Airport to design an explosives detection system along the normal baggage conveyor line, eliminating the requirement that passengers manually pass checked baggage through machines in the airport’s lobby.
Runway 13-31 at the Nashville International Airport ($15 million in the Department of Transportation budget)—To reconstruct sections of the eastern half of damaged runway 13-31.

Expand Runway Safety Area at John C. Tune Airport in Nashville ($5.648 million in the Department of Transportation budget)— To expand the buffer area surrounding the North runway at John C. Tune Airport.

Mid-Cumberland Human Resource Agency (MCHRA) and Metro Transit Authority (MTA) Bus and Bus Facilities Replacement ($4 million in the Department of Transportation budget)—To replace aging bus and bus facilities for local and regional public transportation systems.
Goodlettsville Main Street Park Plaza Project ($22,000 in the Department of Housing and Urban Development budget)—To conduct conceptual design for the Main Street Park Plaza in Goodlettsville. 
Expansion of the Lebanon Senior Citizens Center ($75,000 in the Department of Housing and Urban Development budget)—To add 2,050 square feet of space for health screenings, education, physical fitness, recreation, and serving meals.
Renovation and Expansion of the Goodlettsville Recreation Center ($5.178 million in the Department of Housing and Urban Development budget)—To provide funding for improvements to the existing structure and begin construction planning and funding for expansion. 

Renovation of the Donelson Senior Center ($500,000 in the Department of Housing and Urban Development budget)—To renovate 18,616 square feet of the Donelson Senior Center for programmatic expansion.
Tennessee Statewide Methamphetamine Task Force ($3 million in the Department of Justice budget)—Tennessee Congressional Delegation submitted a letter requesting funds to address the statewide Meth problem, per the state task force.

Research at Agricultural Science Laboratory at Tennessee State University ($2 million in the Department of Agriculture budget)— TSU, in collaboration with the University of Tennessee, conducts scientific research on topics important to agriculture, such as food supply security, agricultural biotechnology, and livestock health and safety.

Astronomy Research Programs at Tennessee State University ($750,000 in NASA budget)—TSU has discovered extrasolar planets through this research program; federal funds will expand the university’s capacity to conduct exploratory and explanatory research.

Healthy Communities-Healthy Youth Program ($300,000 in the Department of Justice budget)—YMCA of Middle Tennessee to reduce risky behavior and boost student achievement by conducting outreach and providing resources to school districts to reach at-risk youth.

Conflict Management Training for Law Enforcement at Lipscomb University ($1 million in the Department of Justice budget)—Work with police departments to train up to 1,000 police officers in dealing with the community by becoming better conflict managers.
Astronomy and Space Science Education Program at Fisk University ($540,000 in NASA budget)—To support and expand the reach of Fisk University’s program teaching K-12 students about astronomy and physics using the university’s mobile planetarium.
Geothermal Heating and Cooling System at Lipscomb University ($500,000 in Department of Energy budget)—To install geothermal heating/cooling in campus facilities in order to improve efficiency and reduce grid consumption.
Environmental Science and Energy Research Program at Tennessee State University ($1 million in Department of Energy)—To research and demonstrate the usefulness of biomass as a source of usable energy in the forms of heat, electric power, and chemical production.

Science Lab Improvements at Fisk University ($1 million in Department of Energy budget)—To renovate the building in which Fisk’s science labs are housed and obtain the equipment necessary to support research.

Animal Research Facility for Biomedical Research at Tennessee State University ($5 million in the Department of Health and Human Services budget)—To construct a facility to support advanced biomedical research programs using animal models.
Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital Equipment ($3 million in the Department of Health and Human Services budget)—To purchase equipment necessary for complex surgery and specialized care not offered in other pediatric facilities in Middle Tennessee, Southern Kentucky, and Northern Alabama.
Revitalization of Library at Meharry Medical College ($5 million in the Department of Health and Human Services budget)—To assist Meharry, in collaboration with Vanderbilt, in making major renovations to its library facilities, including preserving its historically unique collection of documents and artifacts relating to racial health disparities and African American contributions to the field of medicine.

Enhancing Nurse Retention Program at Lipscomb University ($1.5 million in the Department of Health and Human Services budget)—To work with publicly owned and operated hospitals to help stop the flow of nurses leaving the profession and improve nurse retention, recruitment, and performance.

Prevention of Obesity and Promoting Health Outreach at Tennessee State University ($750,000 in the Department of Health and Human Services budget)—To develop an obesity prevention and educational program aimed at helping minority populations.  
Nursing Care and Support for New Mothers Program ($300,000 in the Department of Health and Human Services budget)—Supplements Nurses for Newborns, a hospital program that provides minor medical care, education and support for new and expecting mothers in Middle Tennessee.

KIPP Academy ($250,000 requested in the Department of Education budget)—To support student programs and extended learning time for this open-enrollment, college-preparatory public middle school serving underprivileged populations.
Health Science Center at Belmont University ($250,000 requested in the Department of Health and Human Services budget)—To support the purchase of equipment and supplies for nursing, occupational therapy, and physical therapy programs facing increasing enrollment.
Math and Science Teacher Improvement Program at Tennessee State University ($500,000 requested in the Department of Education budget)—To partner with schools across Tennessee and other states to implement math and science programs and increase the number of math and science teachers.
YMCA Youth Outreach Programs in Middle Tennessee ($1.25 million in the Department of Housing and Urban Development budget)—To provide support to underprivileged youth through such programs as Black Achievers, Youth in Government, USSAA and Y-BUILD focusing on academics, community leadership, character development and college and career preparation.

Middle Tennessee Margaret Maddox Teen Center ($1.417 million in the Department of Housing and Urban Development budget)—To offer quality after-school activities through the YMCA to ensure that youth have a safe, healthy environment that provides key developmental skills for success.

Medical Free Electron Laser ($20 million)—The MFEL program is a merit-based research program that is peer reviewed and competitively awarded.  Funded by the Department of Defense, MFEL is the primary source of federal funding for U.S. applications of high-power short-pulsed lasers to militarily-relevant medicine. The MFEL program supports key research needs in areas such as: remote sensing of chemical agents; diagnosis and treatment of peripheral nerve injury; treatment of critical burns; surgery for treatment of trauma to the eye; and development of treatment protocols for exposure to biological and chemical toxins. Ongoing research at Vanderbilt and other facilities across the country.

Advanced Proteomics Program ($4 million)—This project will prove the potential for proteomic analysis to identify meaningful changes in proteins within the cells of individual patients to: (1) identify various cancers at very early stages, (2) predict the progression of cancers and the length of survival for individual patients, (3) predict those patients at increased risk of particular cancers, (4) identify molecular targets for investigation of potential interventions, and (5) determine the effectiveness of drugs within a matter of hours, rather than over weeks or months.  While initially focusing on cancer research, this program will produce expertise and technologies applicable to the rapid detection of public health threats from other biological and chemical agents. Ongoing research at Vanderbilt and other facilities across the country.
Nanoscience and Biotechnology Laboratory Research Programs and Facilities ($5 million)—Funds will be used to equip and build-out the Nanoscience and Biotechnology Laboratory facilities and construct phase II of the Research and Sponsored Programs building (~30,000 sq. ft. three story annex). The facilities will support continued research activities in areas that are at the intersection of nanotechnology and biotechnology. Continuation of funding at TSU.
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